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The treatment of the diseases of colon, rectum and anus in Lithuania has deep 
traditions. Theory and practice of those diseases have been studied and developed in 
the old Vilnius University, in the interwar period in the Independent Lithuania, and in 
the post-war period as well as after the re-establishment of Lithuania’s independence.

The professional training of medical specialists in Lithuania was started in 1781, 
following the establishment of the Medical Faculty at Vilnius University. Simultane-
ously, first knowledge about the treatment of proctologic patients came forth. Pro-
fessor J. Frankas in his book “Practical Medical Advice” described the causes of the 
rectal cancer, its spreading, course, treatment and consequences. A list of operations 
performed by the University Surgery Clinic Professor K. Porcijanka and his students 
also contains operations on “fistula ani”. Four dissertations were defended at the 
University on the topic of proctology. The first dissertation in 1812 was defended 
by M. Galenzovski (Mathias Galenzowski, lithvanus, “De Haemorrhoidibus in genere, 
et praecipue de cura haemrrhoidum coecarum”). Here the causes and treatment of 
hemorrhoids are considered. 

A. Abicht in his dissertation of 1816 (Adolphus 
Abicht, erlangensis, “De intestinorum coartatione 
diarrhoeae chronicae causa minus vulgata”) writes 
about chronic diarrhea, caused by the intestinal 
stricture. J. Heltzl in 1827 wrote a dissertation about 
anal fistulas, their classification and the methods of 
ligature treatment (Josephus Heltzl, volhyniensis, 
“De ani fistula”). A dissertation-monograph by H. Ja-
vlovskis (Hieronymus Jawlowski, lithuanus, “De car-
cinomate intestini recti”) on the rectal cancer was 
published in 1842, describing there a case of am-
putation of the rectum for rectal cancer, performed 
by J. Korženevskis on July 13, 1840 at the Vilnius 
Academy of Surgery. This is the first such operation 
performed not only in Lithuania, but also in the Rus-
sian Empire. It is notable that already in 1848 the 
first medical popular book, related to the large in-
testine pathology, was published in the Lithuanian 

Picture 1.  Mathias Galenzowski 
thesis on the teatment of 
hemorrhoids was defended in Vilnius 
University nearly 200 yers ago 
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language “Regulas del skarbavų žmoniu kayp sawi reyk užleykiti nuog choleras, ir kayp 
grytey ratawoti prastoms naminioms lekarstoms ley kokio sodo pasiroditu cholera.”

After the re-establishment of Lithuania’s statehood in 1918, a great deal of atten-
tion was devoted to the development of medicine. According to the accounting data 
of the Kaunas State Hospital published in 1925, 36 patients were treated for the large 
intestine diseases, of which 25 underwent operation. Proctologic operations were also 
performed at the Kaunas Jewish Hospital, and B. Zacharinas, the head of the surgery de-
partment of that hospital, implemented and popularized Kummel and Thiersch opera-
tions for rectal prolapse. Proctologic operations were performed in Ukmergė, Kėdainiai, 
Panevėžys county and other hospitals. In 1940, at the Seventh Congress of the Lithu-
anian Society of Surgeons, two works were announced on the topic of proctology – 
“Fissura ani Treatment with Dextrosis - Glycerine Injections” by V. Tumasonis and “Am-
bulatory Surgical Treatment of Hemorrhoids” by J. Žemgulys (Dr. Juozas Žemgulys was 
killed brutally on the first days of the Germany-USSR war).

In the postwar years, proctology as a separate field of medicine was not devel-
oped until seventh decade of the twentieth century (at the clinic of faculty surgery of 
Kaunas University of Medicine, etc.). The proctologic subdivisions were set up in Kaunas 
(Kaunas 2nd Clinical Hospital) and in Vilnius (Vilnius City University Hospital), complicat-
ed operations were performed. Two dissertations for the habilitated doctor degree (P. 
Norkūnas and V. Zykas), two habilitation procedures (N.E. Samalavicius and D. Pavalkis)  
and 13  doctor’s dissertations in this field were defended. 

Nr
Name, 
surname

Title
Type of 
thesis

Year

1
Petras 
Norkūnas

Data on the diagnosis, 
treatment and prophylaxis of 
rectal cancer

Habilitation 1969

2 Vytautas Zykas

Diagnostic and prognostic 
system for surgical and 
multidisciplinary treatment 
of rectal  cancer  

Habilitation 1985

3
Dainius 
Pavalkis

Analysis of diagnostic met-
hods of colorectal cancer, 
prognosis and evaluation of 
the results of treatment 

Habilitation 
procedure

2006

Thesis in coloproctology defended the last decades
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4
Nariman-
tas Evaldas 
Samalavičius

Optimization  of  the surgical 
treatment of colorectal 
disorders

Habilitation 
procedure

2006

5 Antanas 
Norveišis

Comparison of the treatment 
of  hemorrhoids with 
novocaine-acohol block 
versus complex  method

PhD 1978

6 Dainius 
Pavalkis

Rehabilitation of patients 
with loop and side 
colostomies 

PhD 1990

7 Arvydas 
Burneckis

Combined gama-neutron 
radiotherapy for carcinoma 
of the rectum

PhD 1993

8 Žilvinas 
Saladžinskas

The diagnosis and treatment 
of anal sphincter  and distal 
rectum motoric insuffitienty 

PhD 1994

9 Algimantas 
Tamelis

The importance of anal 
anatomical  changes to the 
treatment of heamorrhoids 

PhD 1995

10 Pavel Elsakov
Early colonoscopic  diagnosis 
of colorectal cancer 

PhD 1995

11
Robertas 
Bagdzevičius

Differential diagnosis of 
constipation in children 
and indications for surgical 
treatment 

PhD 1997
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12
Nariman-
tas Evaldas 
Samalavičius

Familial adenomatous 
polyposis and its treatment 
in Lithuania

PhD 1999

13
Rasa 
Jančiauskienė

Evaluation of efficacy of 
chemotherapy in the cancer 
of colon and rectum 

PhD 2006

14 Eligijus Poškus
Optimization of the one-
stage surgical treatment of 
left-sided colonic cancer

PhD 2007

15 Tomas Poškus
Comparative study of 
treatment methods of 
hemorrhoids

PhD 2008

16
Saulius 
Švagždys

Rectal adenocarcinoma: 
prognostic value of angio-
genesis and matrix metal-
loproteinases MMP-2, MMP-9 
and their inhibitors TIMP-2, 
TIMP-3

PhD 2009

17
Tadas 
Latkauskas

Evaluation of the results 
of surgical treatment 
of patients with stage II 
and III rectal cancer  after 
preoperative radiotherapy 
and preoperative 
radiochemotherapy

PhD 2010

Coloproctology, however, as a separate specialized subject was not developed. 
Patients with surgical diseases of the colon, rectum and anus were treated in the gen-
eral surgical departments, and their treatment was not always optimal. Only patients 
with colorectal cancer were concentrated at the oncological surgical departments or 
oncology hospitals.

After the reestablishment of an independent Lithuania, specialized medical and 
surgical societies started to be created. Having perceived the importance of special-
ized surgery for science and practice, a group of Lithuanian enthusiastic surgeons – 
V. Zykas, R. Keblas, D. Pavalkis, Ž. Saladžinskas, R. Žiugžda, A. Tamelis, Pr. Jonauskas 
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The first conference (triennial meeting) of the Lithua-
nian Society of Proctologists took place on September 23-
24, 1993 in Kaunas. The issues discussed at the meeting 
covered operative treatment of hemorrhoids, treatment 
of complicated anal fistulas and results, pathophysiology, 
diagnosis and treatment of fecal incontinence, the appli-
cation staplers in colorectal surgery, supportive treatment 
of patients with colorectal cancer, surgery for colorectal 
cancer, surgical training in coloproctology, etc. The partic-
ipants of the conference learnt about the development of 
proctology and its perspectives in Lithuania. The Articles 
of the Lithuanian Society of Proctologists (LSP) were dis-
cussed and approved at the conference. The conference 
proceedings were published in the journal “Medicina” 
(1993, No. 8). The conference, in addition to the well-known Lithuanian surgeons, 
proctologists, oncologists, and children’s surgeons, was attended by invited speakers 
from other countries – Prof. G. Ekelund from Sweden, Prof. L. Kronberger from Austria, 
Prof. S. Navruzov from Uzbekistan, Prof. A. Shafik and Prof. O. El-Sibai from Egypt, Dr. 
R. Bergamaschi from France, P. Buffatti from Italy, P. Lunniss from England, H. Sabiers 
from Germany, M. Szczepkowski from Poland. In fact, the first LSP congress may be 
called international. 

and others, possessing the accumulated sufficient experience in the diagnosis and 
treatment of coloproctologic diseases, on November 28, 1991 in Kaunas called the 
constituent meeting of the Lithuanian Society of Proctologists (LSP) and established 
the Lithuanian Society of Proctologists. In this very important event 40 doctors from 
all over Lithuania were present: 25 became full members and 11 – associate mem-
bers. The first board of the society included Vytautas Zykas, Dainius Pavalkis, Žilvinas 
Saladžinskas, Remigijus Šiugžda, Algimantas Tamelis, Antanas Norveišis,  Žalvyris 
Sinkevičius, Vytautas Baužys, Rimantas Gedgaudas, Remigijus Samuolis. Prof. Vytau-
tas Zykas became the first president, Žilvinas Saladžinskas – secretary.  The following 
members of this new society were appointed to coordinate proctological activities 
in different regions: Vytautas Zykas, Žilvinas Saladžinskas,  Valdas Vaškelis, Robertas 
Bagdzevičius, Rimantas Keblas , Jurgis Bereckas, Žalvyris Sinkevičius, Vytautas Baužys, 
Rimantas Gedgaudas, Remigijus Samuolis, Juozas Mažutavičius, Vilius Petrauskas, 
Rimutis Dudėnas.  On April 2, 1992, the Articles of Association of the Society were 
registered with the Ministry of Justice of Lithuania. Among the most important tasks 
of the LSP – propagation of knowledge in science of coloproctology and  sharing 
of clinical experience in coloproctology. With an aim of tackling the said tasks, LSP 
conferences, congresses, seminars and symposia were organized. On July 12th 1993, 
Health Ministry of Lithuania recognized coloproctology as a separate subspecialty.
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Picture 2. Delegates and invited speakers of the first  meeting of the Lithuanian Society of 
Proctologists 

Picture 3. During coffee break prof. V. Zykas with prof. A. Shafik (Egypt), 
prof. O. El-Sibai (Egypt), prof. L.Kronberger (Austria)



7

 After three years, on May 19-21, 1996, in Vilnius, the 
Second triennial meeting “Surgery of the Large Intestine” 
was held. At this conference the newest problems of colo-
proctology – stoma creation and care, first colorectal lapa-
roscopic operations in Lithuania, restorative proctocolecto-
mies for the treatment of familial adenomatous polyposis 
and ulcerative colitis were discussed. Other important is-
sues of coloproctology, namely treatment tumors of the 
large intestine and their complications were considered. 
Prof. G. Ekelund from the Malmö University Hospital re-
ported on the treatment of non-specific ulcerative colitis. 
The conference was also attended by Prof. M.-C. Marti, the 
Secretary General of the European Council of Coloproctol-
ogists (ECCP). He reported to the conference participants on the history of the Euro-
pean Council of Coloproctologists, its present activities and future plans. Of interest 
was a report by Prof. M.-C. Marti on the ambulatory proctosurgery. Surgeons from 
Poland and Belarus also took part at the conference. The conference proceedings 
were published in the journal “Medicina” (1996, No. 5). At this conference, the Articles 
of the Society were supplemented and amended. A decision was made to change 
the name of the Lithuanian Society of Proctologists (LSP) to the Lithuanian Society 
of Coloproctologists (LSC). The New Articles of the Society were registered with the 
Ministry of Justice on November 20, 1996 by Order No. 543-V.

 The Third triennial meeting of the Lithuanian So-
ciety of Coloproctologists was held on September 23-
24, 1999 in Panevėžys. Here the scientific and practical 
achievements in the treatment of colorectal cancer and 
liver metastasis from colorectal cancer were discussed. 
Diagnosis and treatment of hemorrhage from the low-
er part of the digestive tract in adults and children, is-
sues of ambulatory surgery and the anorectal diseases 
were discussed. Other issues in coloproctology were 
also considered, like the treatment of anal fistula, acute 
paraproctitis and pilonidal sinus, data on the  resistance 
of the suture of  the large intestine to the internal pres-
sures, the aspects of surgical treatment of chronic con-
stipation in children, etc. A guest from the Czech Republic, Prof. T. Skrička, President 
of the Czech Society of Coloproctologists, presented new data on the complicated 
cancer of the large intestine, possibilities of the treatment of hemorrhoids, and use 
of electronic microscopy in certain diseases. The hosts of the congress delivered an 
interesting report on the development of the Panevėžys Hospital within 80 years and 
the important practical activities of the specialists in coloproctology in the course of 
the past years. The printed abstracts of this meeting were published in the journal “A 
Lithuanian Physician of General Practice” (1999, No.5).
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 The Fourth triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Soci-
ety of Coloproctologists took place on May 9-10, 2002 in 
Klaipėda (Giruliai). Important scientific and practical achieve-
ments in the surgery of the large intestine and perineum 
as well as the further development of the Society’s activity 
were discussed at the meeting. Experience was shared with 
regards to the diagnosis and treatment of the large intestine 
tumours in the Lithuanian and Danish medical institutions, 
colonic diverticulosis, its complications and treatment, and 
approach to the surgical treatment of chronic constipation 
in adults. Issues related to the surgery of acute perineal dis-
eases and rehabilitation of patients with trauma and stoma 
were considered in detail, new methods of treatment were discussed. R. Šiugžda pro-
vided exhaustive and very valuable experimental data on the large intestine suture 
healing peculiarities. The congress was attended and reports were delivered by the 
outstanding scientists from Denmark S. Bulow, H. Harling, S. Segel, T. Jurgensen, and 
H.J. Nielsen. At the organizing meeting, Dr. R. Keblas, Vice-President of the LSC, autho-
rized by the meeting, presented Prof. V. Zykas with an honorary diploma, where it was 
said that Prof. Vytautas Zykas, its founder and first long-term President, was awarded 
with the title of the LSC Honorary President for his considerable contribution to the 
development of the LSC activities. Dr. Narimantas Evaldas Samalavičius was elected 
as a new President of the LSC and new board was formed (The abstracts of the Forth 
triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists  were published in a 
book: Surgery of the Large Intestine and Perineum, Kaunas, 2002.) 

The Fifth triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society 
of Coloproctologists was held on May 5-6, 2005 in Vil-
nius. Lithuania’s integration to the European Union, the 
still more rapid flow of information and the necessity of 
its exchange attracted to the meeting numerous guests 
from overseas: Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Germany, 
Great Britain, Hungary, Slovakia, and Russia. The congress 
was attended not only by coloproctologists and surgeons 
of other profiles, but also by gastroenterologists, radiolo-
gists, rehabilitologists, and specialists of other fields of 
medicine. This made it possible to discuss a broad spec-
trum of issues related to the large intestine and perineum 
pathology: diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation, treatment results and coloproctology 
innovations. The comprehensive clinical studies in cooperation of coloproctologists 
with gastroenterologists, radiologists and morphologists were presented. Thus, from 
the first to the last LSC congress, all of them by their organization and contents have 
become not only the national but also international events. This is the common merit 
of all surgeons and coloproctologists who perceived the importance of that spe-
ciality and the result of their long-term and purposeful work. This meeting was fol-
lowed by an international course ‘Recent advances in the management of colorectal 
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cancer”, organized together with Mediterranean School of Oncology. (see: The Fifth. 
triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists. LIETUVOS CHIRUR-
GIJA. Lithuanian Surgery, 2005, 3(2), P. 137-155).

On April 24-25, 2008, in Vilnius, the Sixth triennial meet-
ing of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists took place. A 
tradition has been formed that preparation of the LSC meetings 
are conducted in cooperation with the institutions of higher 
education – Kaunas Medical University, Medical Faculty of Vil-
nius University – as well as other scientific societies and  institu-
tions. They are attended by a wide spectrum of doctors from 
Lithuania and abroad. This congress is extraordinary since here 
for the first time a special meeting of the International Society 
of University Colon and Rectal Surgeons was organized, and the well-known profes-
sors even from three continents – Europe, America and Asia – delivered their reports. 
The latter part of the meeting was opened by a well known director general of this 
organization prof. Indru Khubchandani. The program of the congress reflected three 
trends of the issues under discussion – the urgent issues of the treatment of the 
cancer of the large intestine, complications in the treatment of the large intestine 
and anal diseases, and innovations in the diagnosis and treatment of the large intes-
tine and anal diseases. The character of reports was diverse – including case reports, 
reviews, retrospective analysis and others. In the report “Laparoscopic Surgery of the 
Malignant Diseases of the Large Intestine and Anus in Lithuania 2005 – 2008”, the 
national data on first 130 laparoscopic colorectal surgeries performed in 7 institutions 
were presented. Foreign guests: Professor Indru T. Khubchandani (USA), Seung-Kook 
Sohn (South Korea), Eloy Espin Basny (Spain), Parvez Sheikh (India), Kemal Deen (Sri 
Lanka), and Steffen Bulow (Denmark) delivered very interesting reports on the new-
est achievements of coloproctology in the field of diagnosis and treatment, imple-
mented in various clinics of the country, enriched our knowledge and approach to 
the future prospects (See: The Sixth triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of 
Coloproctologists. LIETUVOS CHIRURGIJA. Lithuanian Surgery, 2008, 6(1), P. 76-93).

Picture 4. Afternoon session of the Sixth triennial meeting of the 
Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists
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The Seventh triennial meeting of the Lithuanian So-
ciety of Coloproctologists again took place in Vilnius on 
April 29-30, 2011. This meeting had two distinct features: 
a largest number of distinguished international guests 
and special focus on colorectal cancer. In fact, the first 
part of this meeting was international colorectal cancer 
conference. The guests were as follows: Ricardo Escalante 
(Caracas, Venesuela), David Beddy (Dublin, Ireland), Dolo-
res Herrerros (Madrid, Spain), Fidel Touma (Skeilbye, Syria), 
Zaher Shaher (Deir Ezzor, Syria), Raimundas Lunevicius 
(London, UK), Darko Kraljik (Slavonski Brod, Kroatia), Phil 
Caushaj (New York, USA), Yehiel Ziv (Tel Aviv, Israel), Klaus 
Manncke (Boblingen, Germany), Daniel Leonard (Brux-
elles, Belgium), Seong Hyeon Yun (Seoul, Korea), Andrea Renda (Naples, Itlay), Stef-
fen Bulow (Copenhagen, Denmark), Austin Obichere (London, UK), Rakesh Gupta 
(Dharan, Nepal), Seung Kook Sohn (Seoul, Korea), Carlos Fernadez Martos (Valencia, 
Spain), Yacov Reisman (Amsterdam, The Netherlands). Printed materials have been 
published in a special issue of this meeting (International Colorectal Cancer Confer-
ence and the 7th triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists, 
2011 04 29-30 Vilnius, abstract book, 28 pages).

Picture 5. Seventh triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists 
was very well attended
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Picture 5. Seventh triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists 
was very well attended

Picture 6. Invited speakers of the seventh triennial meeting of the Lithuanian Society of 
Coloproctologists with the president of the society prof. N.E. Samalavičius and secretary 
dr.  T.  Poškus

In addition to congresses and major LSC scientific events, other important, in-
ternational scientific events were organized in Kaunas and Vilnius, hosting numerous 
members of the society and doctors, interested in coloproctology. In our country 
gradually the “tripole” is being formed – attractive events started to be also organized 
in Klaipėda. Alongside the old traditions, lately, a new manner of communication 
appeared – the so-called Consensus meetings, three of which took place in Drus-
kininkai. The last meeting of such a kind took place in Druskininkai 2009 02 28 – 03 
01, and was devoted to colorectal cancer. Opinion leaders in oncology of Lithuania 
contributed to the faculty, in addition with a guest from Mahidol University (Bangkok, 
Thailand) ass. prof. Varut Lohsiriwat. Due to ongoing collaboration with the chief of  
the colorectal department at  Mayo Clinic (Rochester, Minnesota) prof. Bruce Wolff 
and his interest in stimulatinmg progress of our specialty in Lithuania, two very spe-
cial events called “Mayo Clinic days in Vilnius” were organized since 2007. The last one 
took place on 2009 10 02, and was focused on gastrointestinal cancer. Prof. Bruce 
Wolff (USA), prof. Phil Caushaj (USA), prof. Richard Devine (USA), assoc. prof. David 
Larson (USA), dr. Julianne Birgener-Casey (USA), prof. Dieter Hahenloser (Switzerland), 
dr. Peter Sagar (UK), assoc. prof. Tom Scheinin (Finland) and dr. Tomas Poskus, secre-
tary of our society (at that time international clinical fellow in Mayo Clinic) were the 
invited speakers. 
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Picture 7. Invited speakers of the  “Mayo Clinic days in Vilnius 2009” 
had a chance to visit medieval castle of the former Lithuanian capital Trakai.

Understanding the speed of overall development in coloproctology, as well as 
difficulties which both of our medical universities face while running the program of 
surgical residency, our society took a turn to support teaching process. To our inter-
national events in 2010 we invited all the surgical residents from Lithuania, not only 
to participate, but to share their experiences too. That was how the idea of video 
symposium in Bistrampolis castle, Panevezys region, was born. International guests 
(Prof. Francis Seow-Choen (Singapore), prof. Ho-Kyung Chun (Korea), prof. Akram 
Pourshams (Iran), prof. Pascal Gervaz (Switzerland), prof. Dieter Hahenloser (Switzer-
land), dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta (India), dr. Pravin Gupta (India) were delivering lectures, 
and our residents were making video presentations. This was an exceptional video 
conference, where only members of our society and surgical residents were legible 
to attend – a new form of our society meetings. 
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Picture 7. Invited speakers of the  “Mayo Clinic days in Vilnius 2009” 
had a chance to visit medieval castle of the former Lithuanian capital Trakai.

Picture 8. Invited speakers in Bistrampolis castle
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This tradition was continued during „Coloproctology autumn 2010“ in Vilnius on 
November 12th, 2010, where participation was open to everyone and a number of 
participants was much bigger then it could have been expected. Residents were pre-
senting cases, and known ‚giants‘ of the surgery of the colon and rectum – prof. Philip 
Gordon from Canada, prof. David Beck from USA (President of the American Society 
of the Colon and Rectal Surgeons), Prof. Fabrizio Luka from Italy – were making main 
presentations and discussing cases with them.

The international recognition of our society is witnessed by the fact that our 
members have joined most important colorectal societies of the world as ordinary 
members or members of the boards, which includes European Society of Coloproc-
tology, Eurasian Colorectal Technologies Association, International Council of Colo-
proctology (a body of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons), Inter-
national Society of the University Colon and Rectal Surgeons. A large a number of 
foreign opinion leaders in coloproctology presented at the triennial meetings of the 
society and other events, and during the Sixth LSC triennial meeting, the Internation-
al Society of the University Colon and Rectal Surgeons organized a special internal 
session. Needless to remind that visits by the well known colorectal surgeons from 
world famous Mayo clinic to our society speaks for its recognition itself. The interna-
tional events of coloproctology were supplemented by the invited lectures of the 
outstanding personalities in coloproctology – Prof. Stanley M. Goldberg from USA, 
John Nicholls from United Kingdom, Prof. Takeo Mori from Japan, demonstration op-
erations and lectures by the legendary professor R.J. Heald, visit of the president of 
the largest surgical society in the world – the Indian Association of Surgeons - prof. 
Ranbahadur Singh, scientific communications  done by a current president of the 
Asian-Pacific Society of Coloproctology dr. Parvez Sheikh (India). It would be very im-
portant to stress that one person – prof. Steffen Bulow from Copenhagen (Denmark) 
- was the most frequent foreign contributor to colorectal activities in Lithuania, both 
theoretical and practical, honored us with more then 10 visits since 1994 and largely 
contributed to the evolution of Lithuanian coloproctology.  

Much has been done in practical, everyday coloproctology. Qualified colorectal 
services are provided in Kaunas and Vilnius university hospitals, as well as in Klaipėda, 
Šiauliai, Panevėžys and some other cities. Here various and complicated operations 
on the large intestine and perineum are performed. In many outpatient clinics and 
other specialized rooms a qualified assistance is provided, ambulatory coloproctol-
ogy operations were performed. A lithuanian textbook on coloproctology has been 
published.

The Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists itself becomes consolidated, the 
number of its members and activity increases. The activity of the society becomes 
more intensive not only inside the country, i.e. communicating with other societies, 
but it also still more gets involved into the international organizations of coloproctol-
ogists and maintains constantly close contacts with a number of the coloproctology 
centres, with many well-known coloproctologists abroad.
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Picture 9.  A textbook on diseases of the colon, 
rectum and anus by V. Zykas and D. Pavalkis

Quite a lot of time passed since the constituent meeting of the Lithuanian Soci-
ety of Coloproctologists in 1991, which took place immediately after the reestablish-
ment of Independence. At that time a young society has covered a long and fruitful 
road, it has become the most active society of the surgical profile in our country. The 
material and technical basis of the subdivisions of coloproctology became consoli-
dated, their network got expanded.

To date, a total of 72 members of the Lithuanian society of coloprocotologists 
are listed. Their names are as follows (in alphabetic order): 

B. Aleknavičius, R. Bagdzevičius, A. Buinevičiūtė, A. Burneikis, Vl. Butkus, R. Civil-
ka, D. Čepulienė, J. Činčikas, V. Dagilis, R. Dūdonis, Z. Gailiušis, A. Gegužis, Ž. Genys, A. 
Gradauskas, Ž. Jagelavičius, A. Janėnas, L. Jonušas, V. Jotautas, R. Juzulėnas, N. Kaselis, 
A. Kasiliauskas, R. Keblas, L. Kervys, A. Kilius, V. Kvedaras, L. Kubilius, L. Lapinaitė, M. La-
pinskas, R. Leipus, P. Lizdelis, R. Lunevičius, R. Markelis, R. Maskelis, A. Noreika, A. Nor-
vaišis, E. Pabarčius, A. Paršeliūnas, H. Paužas, D. Pavalkis, D. Petrauskas, V. Petrauskas, 
K. Petrulis, E. Poškus, T. Poškus, M. Racinas, G. Radžiūnas, D. Rusteikienė, Ž. Saladžins-
kas, N. E. Samalavičius, R. Samuolis, M. Stakytė, B. Stanslovaitis, Ž. Šidlauskas, K. Šilkus, 
R. Šiugžda, P. Šniuolis, S. Švagždys, A. Tamelis, S. Tamulis, R. Tikuišis, E. Torrau, A. Vait-
kus, G. Valeikaitė, V. Venclauskas, D. Venskutonis, N. Zaks, V. Zykas, R. Žemaitaitienė, 
P. Žeromskas, V. Žindžius, J. Žumbakys.
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Current board of the  Lithuanian 
Society of Coloproctologists (2011-2014):

Narimantas Evaldas Samalavičius (President)
Vytautas Zykas (Honorary president)
Algimantas Tamelis (Vice-president)

Tomas Poškus (Secretary)
Remigijus Šiugžda (Treasurer)
Donata Rusteikienė (Member)
Remigijus Samuolis (Member)

Pranas Šniuolis (Member)

Picture 10. The board of the Lithuanian Society of Coloproctologists  in 2011


